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FAQ

Who Else?

Q: How many guests will be in residence with me?

A: About 15-20 guests in residence. Names and specific housing assignments are not shared before arrival.
Artists come from all backgrounds and ages, working in literature, visual art, film and video, music composition,
or performance.

Bathrooms?
Q: Will | have my own bathroom?
A: Yes, all guests have a private bathroom. Some are ensuite and some are down the hall, but all are individual.

Privacy?

Q: Does Yaddo publicize artists while they are in residence?

A: Our approach is that your time at Yaddo is a retreat from everyday concerns, including publicity and
promotion. As such, we value and protect your privacy. Yaddo does not share the names of artists while they
are in residence. However, if you post on social media and tag Yaddo, we may share your post. Always get
permission from all parties before recording others or their work. After your departure, your name is added to
our alumni list, and we encourage you to share updates on your work.

Healthcare?

Q: Does Yaddo have a nurse on staff?

A: Yaddo does not have any medical facilities or personnel on staff, and we cannot provide medical insurance
or cover medical costs. Given this, we strongly encourage guests to have medical insurance while in residence.

Internet?

Q: What is the internet connectivity like at Yaddo?

A: Yaddo has Wi-Fi connectivity in each building on the grounds. It is password-protected and available upon
request. Please note that internet connectivity can vary depending on everyone's usage. Outages are possible
but rare. A backup hotspot is a good idea if your work requires frequent video calling and streaming. Pg. 6

Accessibility?

Q: What is physical access at Yaddo like?

A: Yaddo's buildings range in age from structures built in 1893 — 2016. We have access ramps or elevators
available in our older buildings. Guests who note a need can expect to be scheduled in one of our ADA spaces.
The outdoor pathways at Yaddo are not covered and unpaved, making outdoor travel in the colder months
challenging during snow, ice, or heavy rains. Please reach out with specific questions.

Respiratory lliness?

Q: What are Yaddo's policies surrounding COVID-19 and other respiratory illnesses?

A: All artist guests must be fully vaccinated for COVID-19 before arriving at Yaddo. Guests who exhibit flu, RSV,
or COVID-19 symptoms are asked to undergo testing. Please report any positive results to the Program Director
and follow the CDC's policies on masking and potential isolation protocols until fever free for 24 hours. Guests
must adhere to the best health and safety measures for the benefit of the entire Yaddo community.



Residency Policies

Quiet Hours: We ask guests to respect the tradition of "quiet hours” from 9 AM to 4 PM and after 10 PM:

o Guests & members of the staff alike must refrain from making unnecessary noise.
o Guests may not be interrupted or disrupted in their work.
o Guests should not disrupt communal areas and meals with phone or video calls.

Visitors: Visitors to Yaddo should be accompanied by those who have invited them. They are not allowed at
dinner, and they may not spend the night and must leave the grounds by 10 PM. Please meet by the Office.

Privacy: Our goal is to protect our guests during their stay. To that end, we kindly request that you refrain from
publicly posting information or images of your fellow guests without their permission and the Yaddo President's.

Continuous Residence: Guests are invited on the assumption that Yaddo will be their regular residence and
workplace during the period of their visit, but we recognize that they may occasionally need to be away
overnight. Absences of more than three days are strongly discouraged.

Readings & Showings: No guest should feel obligated to read, exhibit, perform, or report on their work to other
guests or staff members, or to attend readings, exhibitions, performances, or lectures by other guests. Guests
should never make other guests feel uncomfortable about not attending such events.

Medical & Insurance: Yaddo does not have medical facilities or medically trained personnel on staff. Guests
are responsible for their own insurance and the safety of their personal property. Because Yaddo is set up for
independent living, we may require guests to arrange for their return home in cases where prolonged recovery
is necessary. This is for the benefit of the guest to ensure proper care. We will then work with the artist to
reschedule the residency at a future time.

Non-discrimination: Yaddo does not discriminate against any individual based on race, color, marital status,
religion, age, sex, sexual orientation, national origin, disability, or any other legally protected status recognized
by federal, state, or local law.

Harassment: Harassment (sexual, racial, or other) is not tolerated at Yaddo. If issues arise, the matter will be
handled in confidence to the extent possible.

lllegal Drugs: Yaddo prohibits the use or possession of drugs prohibited by law.

Property: Guests will treat Yaddo property as if they are guests in someone’s home and therefore respect and
refrain from damaging it.

Adherence to Policies: Guests must report any property damage, accidents, significant illness/injury, concerns
of harassment, or serious policy violations to the Program Director. While in residence, guests are expected to
respect Yaddo's policies and the rights, privacy, and solitude of other members of the Yaddo community.
Yaddo reserves the right to end a guest's visit when deemed necessary for the good of the community.



Travel

We will contact you approximately two weeks before your arrival to confirm your dietary needs and travel
plans. On your first day, a fellow artist will provide an orientation tour; please provide an accurate one-hour
arrival window. If delayed, call the office at: 518-584-0746

[ All guests must arrive between 9AM and 3PM on their scheduled arrival day. ]

Be sure to review the New York State Department of Travel Information and local or international travel
information outlets before arranging your transportation, as regulations continue to change. All necessary
quarantines must be completed BEFORE arriving at Yaddo.

International & West Coast Travelers

Artists traveling long distances are encouraged to split their travel into two days. We encourage you to do
most of your trip the day before your scheduled arrival date at Yaddo. This helps ensure you are well rested
and reduces the risk of possible delays to the start of your residency. Please note our 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
arrival window.

East Coast Travelers
For artists not traveling by car, we recommend using Amtrak or a bus. Flying into Albany Airport is also an
option.

Car

Yaddo is on Union Avenue (Route 9P), almost three miles from the center of Saratoga Springs, or just off Exit
14 on Interstate 87 (the Adirondack Northway). From [-87, go west towards Saratoga for 1/4 mile. Turn left at
the traffic light, passing through the gate with a sign marked "Yaddo." Follow the “All Traffic” and “Office”
signs up the hill and continue past the Mansion to the Office.

Train or Bus

Amtrak trains run between New York City, Albany-Rensselaer, and Saratoga Springs. Though a longer cab
ride away, trains to Albany-Rensselaer are more frequent than those to Saratoga Springs. A cab from the
Albany-Rensselaer Amtrak station to Yaddo costs about $70. Telephone numbers for other car services are
on page 8. Alternatively, buses run from New York City to Albany and Saratoga via Greyhound or
Adirondack Trailways.

Taxi or Hired Car
Have the car take you first to our Office building. Please hold your cab, as your room will be in another
building.

Plane

Some artists may choose to fly into a New York City or Boston airport and then take the last leg of the
journey to Saratoga Springs via bus or train. Others, depending on pricing and travel logistics, may find
certain flights to Albany Airport advantageous. A taxi from Albany Airport may cost $60 or more. Telephone
numbers are listed on page 8.

/ Yaddo, 312 Union Avenue, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 \

Yaddo's entrance is at the traffic light at the intersection between Henning Road and
Union Avenue/Route 9P. If the gate is closed, please wake the touch screen and call for entrance.

Be advised your GPS will not bring you to the correct entrance when using our address. However,
k Google Maps tends to be accurate when searching for “Yaddo” instead of “312 Union Avenue.” J




Facilities

Yaddo’s buildings span from the original 1893 structures to studios completed in 2016, offering a wide variety of
spaces. Artists have exclusive access to their assigned room or studio for the duration of their residency;
assignments are made at the time of invitation and cannot be changed due to scheduling constraints.

The heart of Yaddo is the Yaddo Mansion, our largest building, which hosts artists from May to September and
serves as the year-round gathering place for daily meals. Studios are located across the grounds, with the
farthest, about a ten-minute walk from the Mansion. Details on housing and studios by discipline follow, with
general amenities outlined on the next pages.

Please contact us if you have specific size or equipment questions for your workspace.

Writers

For writers at Yaddo, your stay may be in an all-in-one live/workspace or a bedroom with a separate writing
studio. These spaces have a desk and side table, lamps, one extension cord, a fan, and a basic rolling office
chair. Additional tables can be provided upon request. Artists with specific seating requirements should pack
their own ergonomic supports.

Visual Artists

Yaddo provides essential studio basics: a sink, a small ladder, canvas drop cloths, tables, pumice soap, paper
towels, waste bins, one extension cord, and usually a rolling and non-rolling chair/stool. Artists are responsible
for safely hanging work and disposing of solvents. Studios have good natural light plus a range of work lights,
with clip lights, extra tables, easels, and paint pallets available on request. Hand and power tools are not
provided—please bring your own if needed.

Studios separate from accommodation include a cot or comfortable chair, as well as some basic appliances.
Specialized studios for printmaking, welding, ceramics, or photography are available only to artists who
indicated this need in their application; these spaces are not shared.

Film & Video Artists

Screenplay writers and artists working in film at Yaddo are typically scheduled in writer spaces, unless specific
needs for a multi-purpose or visual art space (particularly for animators) have been previously communicated.
Be advised that Yaddo does not provide editing equipment.

Composers

Yaddo's composition spaces are strategically situated to prevent sound disturbances for other artists. Those
needing a piano for their work are scheduled accordingly. It is worth noting that most of our pianos are upright,
designed for composition rather than performance. All pianos are tuned before your arrival.

Performance Artists

For performance artists at Yaddo, the studio assignments vary based on the nature of the work, as
communicated in the application process. Performance spaces can range from our movement studio with
mirrors to a multi-purpose studio with sound isolation and a smaller footprint. Additionally, artists who have
requested pianos in advance will be allocated to suitable studios.



Amenities

HVAC/Heating & Cooling

All Yaddo's year-round buildings have heating in the winter and shoulder seasons. Although we are making
great strides in our sustainability project to improve individual climate control in our buildings, it is worth noting
that not all accommodations have air conditioning.

Bedroom Linens & Bedding
Yaddo provides bed linens, blankets, and towels. The housekeeping staff cleans the bedrooms on a weekly
basis. Each bedroom has a fan.

Laundry

Washers and dryers are free for guests to use between 4 PM and 10 PM daily. In summer, additional laundry
facilities in the Pavilion at the pool are available at any time. Yaddo does not provide laundry detergent. We
recommend guests pack a laundry bag or basket for easier transport.

Guest Kitchen Appliances

Each residence building offers refrigerators, coffee makers, electric kettles, toaster ovens, and microwave ovens
to guests. Housekeeping regularly sanitizes these key common spaces, but guests must clean up after
themselves after each use.

Internet

Our Wi-Fi network at Yaddo is available throughout the grounds. There are only a few studios without a strong
internet connection. If you wish to connect intermittently, you may use the computers in the library. Our Wi-Fi
may slow down during heavy download and upload volumes, and inclement weather may alter connectivity.
Though rare, outages do occasionally happen. Most major mobile carriers have decent service on the grounds.

Tools

Yaddo does not provide power tools, speakers, sound systems, or any supplies for professional work, such as
computers, monitors, printers, projectors, paper, paint, hand tools, etc. Art supply and hardware stores are on
page 9.

Mail: Shipping & Deliveries

Deliveries arrive Mon-Fri, AM—5PM. There are no after-hours, weekend, or holiday sign-offs. Most small
packages are placed on the Office Delivery Table by 2:00 PM; large parcels are delivered to your studio or room
as staff time permits. Weekend deliveries may arrive in the Mail Shed at the entry gate.

Yaddo does not provide stationery, mailing, or shipping supplies. The Saratoga Springs Post Office is at 475
Broadway. For shipping questions, contact Office Manager Anne-Marie Pratt: ampratt@yaddo.org

Printing & Photocopies

Guests whose work requires regular printing should bring or purchase a printer. A guest-donated/guest-
maintained laser jet printer is in our Yaddo Author Library. Alternatively, for $1/page, staff members can print up
to five pages, make photocopies, or send faxes when time permits.



Meals

Weekly lunch and dinner menus are posted but subject to change. Artists may supplement their meals with
personal food, which can be stored in the residence fridges. Please review the menus carefully if you have
dietary restrictions. The kitchen cannot prepare custom meals, but offers four meal categories, which we will
collect from you upon arrival.

If you avoid certain foods due to religious reasons, severe allergies, or significant digestive issues, please inform
us in advance. Staff will contact you before arrival to collect your meal category and inquire about serious
allergies.

Breakfast

Our Guest Pantry is stocked daily with homemade breakfast foods ready to go. Offerings include egg
sandwiches, hard-boiled eggs, homemade bagels and muffins, hot and cold cereal, bread, fruits, Yaddo
granola, yogurt, juices, coffee, and tea.

Lunch

Packed lunches are available for pickup by 11:30 AM. A standard Yaddo lunch consists of an entrée. Coffee,
teq, bread, peanut butter, house-made jelly, Yaddo granola, yogurt, fruits, sweets, side offerings, and other
snacks are available to guests all day.

Dinner

Dinner is served at 6:30 PM. All guests take dinner together in the Mansion each night, and it is the only time you
must be somewhere on time while at Yaddo! Please notify us if you have a regular scheduling conflict that
occurs during the dinner hour and cannot be rescheduled for another time of day. Guests are kindly requested
not to use their phones during meails.

Suggested Packing List

/ Accessories \ / Seasonal \

o Umbrella Fall/Winter/Spring
o Thermos/travel mug o Good boots: good tread
o Water bottle and waterproof
o Hat: warmth or sun protection o Layers for winter
o Laundry basket or bag o Agood winter coat
o Slippers: many houses are
shared Summer
o Charging cables o Bathing suit: we have an
o Converter: if traveling outdoor pool
internationally o Bug spray
o Toiletries: hand bar soap o Sunscreen
provided
o Laundry detergent
o Bathrobe: Bathrooms are all
individual, but some are down

N N\ /




YOaddo

Residency Commitment Form

The form must be completed online within ten business days of receipt.

We look forward to welcoming you here as a Yaddo Guest! Please plan to be in
continuous residence at Yaddo during your invitation dates. Bedroom and studio
assignments are determined at the time of invitation, and alternative dates or
room changes may not be available.

To uphold Yaddo's retreat tradition, we are committed to protecting the privacy of
our past, present, and future guests. We expect all Yaddo guests to respect the
rights, privacy, solitude, safety, and creative work of their fellow guests.

Additionally, the possession or use of illegal drugs is strictly prohibited. Yaddo
guests are expected to follow all our policies and maintain a respectful, safe, and
considerate environment. Yaddo reserves the right to end a guest's residency.

Your residency acceptance confirms that you agree to comply with this and all
other Yaddo Residency Policies (see page 3).

Please complete this form online here: or by scanning Bl
https://forms.office.com/r/2ujhQUWVYE the QR code:

-

Please arrange your travel plans so that you arrive at Yaddo by 3:00 PM at the
latest. Requests for weekend or evening arrivals cannot be accommodated.

If you have a scheduling concern, please contact the Program Director as soon as possible.
Alternative dates may not be available. cwilliams@yaddo.org e 518.584.0746



https://forms.office.com/r/2ujh9UWVyE

Access Grant Application
The online form and additional information must be submitted within ten business days of receipt.

Limited funds are available to assist artists with expenses incurred during their Yaddo
residency. Yaddo actively seeks out funders to support these grants and ensure that
all invited artists can attend Yaddo. Grants are available for travel expenses and art
supplies, ranging from $100 to $1,500. Vendor receipts are required for
reimbursement.

To apply, you may complete this form online here:
https://forms.office.com/r/5kPpKRrPEC

In addition to the online form, your Access Grant Application must include:

O A copy of the first 2-4 pages of your most recent Federal tax return, which
includes your Adjusted Gross Income. /nternational artists should include a
comparable document.

An attached budget with estimated expenses.
A brief statement of need and how funds will be expended.

Please email this additional information to Kathryn Starczewski, Program Assistant,
at kstarczewski@yaddo.org . We will contact you if additional income verification
information is needed. You will receive notification about 10-20 business days after
the deadline.
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