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• Seriously!
   Resilience, laughter,  
   and making art in challenging times
 
• Speak up:  
  Shadow // Yaddo and  
   the best podcasts around
 
• It’s a Wrap:  
  Books for everyone on your list
 

• Our Virtual Art Auction   
  Slayed
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emerging talents, who contributed superb pieces in a wide range 
of media including photography, fabric, collage, etching, ceramics, 
oil painting, and more. Some of these images are featured in this 
newsletter, including on the cover. We raised more than $125,000, with 
proceeds split between contributing artists and Yaddo.

In lieu of the traditional Summer Benefit, we held a Virtual Fall Benefit, 
with five-time Emmy-nominated actress and Yaddo Board Member 
Blair Brown, who narrated a virtual tour of Yaddo’s notable rooms and 
studios. Multimedia artist, poet and writer Rachel Eliza Griffiths was 
a special guest and the musical duo The Lazours performed.

Yaddo Variations, our benefit series of small intimate gatherings, carried 
on virtually this summer with “Sex 
& Vanity,” featuring Kevin Kwan—
author of the mega-blockbuster Crazy 
Rich Asians—in conversation with 
acclaimed novelist Janice Y.K. Lee. 

The phenomenal 
photographers 
Stephen Shore 
and Peter 
Kayafas held a 
Variations event; 

and “The Phantom Card Catalogue,” 
with Susan Orlean, was billed as “pay 
what you will” and made accessible to 
everyone. On November 18, the series 
wrapped up with “Philip Roth Revealed,” 
as award-winning authors Benjamin Taylor and Patricia Volk 
discussed the legendary writer and his work.

This spring, we offered free online Yaddo Artist Forums with topics  
such as “Remote Teaching—Best Practices,” “Promoting Your Book 
During Quarantine,” and “Struggling for Gigs: Funding Resources.” We 
Zoomed on with our public Yaddo Presents series at Northshire this 
fall, with Tim Weiner (The Folly and the Glory: America, Russia, 
and Political Warfare, 1945-2020), Rachel Eliza Griffiths (Seeing 
the Body: Poems) and Maaza Mengiste (The Shadow King). We 
renovated our website, and strengthened our social media presence 
with ”Poems for These Days” and #CheersAtFive. Partnering with 
Bookshop.org, we created a Yaddo Authors Bookshop. Finally, we 
launched something new and scary, a Yaddo podcast (see p. 6). As  
of mid-November, Shadow // Yaddo hosted by Elaina Richardson 
had listeners all over the world! Visit Yaddo.org, to browse this and  
other content.

Unconquered by flame and pandemic, indeed!

CHECK.

SELF-PORTRAIT, CHUCK CLOSE

COEVAL CEREBELLAE, JAMES SIENA

CRUMPLING, ALEXI WORTH

FOOTLOOSE I, MELISSA MEYER

SYNAPSE #4, JILL VINEY

TUBMAN CUP, ROBERTO LUGO

RESILIENCE?
UNTITLED (WALL PAINTING FOR BERLIN),  
ARTURO HERRERA

WATERMELON 3, SATORU EGUCHI

Boy, has this been The Year of Coffee. As in, More please. 
We have so badly missed having artists here at Yaddo. Our buildings 
and grounds are aching for their return.

To that end, an update: 2021 will be our do-over year, with invitations 
issued to those whose residencies were postponed due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Based on a survey of artist availability, and with 
the assumption that the we’ve learned enough these past months to 
mitigate the risks of Covid transmission, the first residency invitations 
will be issued soon. We gauged comfort level among returning guests 
and put new policies in place to protect our community. We’re doing 
everything under the sun to create a safe, supportive environment 
to welcome guests back to Yaddo despite global upheaval and 
unprecedented difficulties.

In short, we are facing the greatest challenge to the arts in our 
lifetimes. We know that individual artists, many of whom were already 
“living on air,” have been hard-hit by economic uncertainty. It’s a 
time of tumultuous change coupled with a long overdue movement 
demanding racial and social justice, with artists and arts organizations 
frequently on the frontlines.

In October, AEA Consulting—the group that helped Yaddo develop 
our Strategic Master Plan—released a report detailing how arts 
organizations have been impacted by, and are responding to Covid-19, 

Yaddo weathers a pandemic and global tumult to continue to offer refuge 
for artists, big ideas and innovation.
proposing that “however the U.S. emerges from the immediate 
crisis, it will be into a less predictable and more turbulent operating 
environment; a need to engage with virtual content in a systematic 
and strategic way as a permanent part of artistic creation and 
distribution; a greater openness to experimentation and innovation; 
and a realization that … social impact will be paramount.” The report 
goes on to suggest that flexibility and resilience offer the best path 
forward into a future of unknowns.

This is not the first time Yaddo has weathered crisis. As you may 
know, the original mansion burned to the ground and was replaced 
by the current iteration in 1893, with the Tiffany phoenix emblazoned 
above the fireplace: “Flammis invicta per ignem Yaddo resurgo 
ad pacem” or Unconquered by flame, Yaddo, is reborn for peace. 
During WWI Yaddo co-founder Katrina Trask closed the main house 
to save money such that Yaddo as we know it could be sustained for 
future generations. “Then I decided to leave my home,” she wrote in 
1916, “[such that] I might conserve what was left of the endowment.” 
We know that in 1918, the influenza pandemic ravaged the world, with 
some 675,000 deaths occurring in the United States alone. 

Midway through the Great Depression, Yaddo opened late and held 
only a short summer season. The Yaddo Mansion closed in 1944 
during WWII, with only a handful of guests remaining. In the following 
years, the FBI investigated Yaddo as part of the communist scare, 
which caused a deep rift among Board leadership, who tried to oust 
then-Executive Director Elizabeth Ames. She prevailed. All of this is to 
say that Yaddo has grit in its soul and this time, too, will prevail.

The silver lining here is that we’ve come a long way this year on other 
priorities. With all our in-person fundraising events canceled, we 
developed our online presence, using a variety of platforms and virtual 
events to connect our community and to broaden Yaddo’s reach.

The Yaddo Virtual Auction, held in early October, enlisted a diverse 
group of more than 50 remarkable artists, both notable names and 

Images from the Yaddo Virtual Art Auction
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6	 Y a d d o  N e w s 	 F a l l  2 0 2 0 	 7

 JAMIE CARO  is an attorney who 
specializes in securities law. She transitioned 
early in her legal career to work in the beauty 
and wellness industries and found a niche 
writing for and collaborating with company 
founders to bring to fruition their creative 
visions while also complying with complex 
regulations. We’re delighted to welcome 
Jamie, who brings her enthusiasm for the 
arts, for creators and for Yaddo, to our board.

WARM 
WELCOME

This fall, five new  
Members were elected  

to our Board

 BRIDGET FAWCETT  is a powerhouse 
in the finance industry. She’s the Global 
Head of Strategy for Citi’s Banking, Capital 
Markets and Advisory business, where she 
is responsible for global strategy, client 
engagement and business development 
efforts. She has spearheaded women’s 
equity and inclusion initiatives and has been 
involved with various nonprofits, including the 
Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary 
Art (MASS MoCA) and the Berkshire Theatre 
Festival. Plus, she speaks Russian.

 MARK KING  is an interdisciplinary visual 
artist whose electric work blends photography, 
installation, fashion, surface-design and 
sculpture. He was born in Washington, 
D.C., then relocated to Barbados, followed 
by moves to The Bahamas, Belgium and 
finally (we hope!) the Bronx. Inspired by 
architecture, behavioral psychology, cognition 
and technology, Mark’s research-focused 
work has been exhibited in Amsterdam, Aruba, 
the Bahamas, Barbados, Breda, Glasgow, 
Kerkrade, London, Maastricht, Miami, 
New York, San Francisco, Vancouver, and 
Washington, D.C. He’s been a favorite Special 
Assistant to the President (SAP) among 
artists here at Yaddo.

 MANUEL SOSA  is a Venezuelan American 
composer whose orchestral and chamber 
music has been performed in North and 
South America, Europe, and Asia. He has 
collaborated with painters, dancers, and 
sculptors in the creation of multimedia 
environments, and has received a fellowship 
from the John S. Guggenheim Foundation. 
Manuel generously translated from English 
to Spanish the application guidelines for 
artists on our website. He has been an artist 
in residence at Yaddo several times, most 
recently in 2019. 

 CANDACE WAIT  is the former Program 
Director of Yaddo, where she spent decades 
as “the chess grandmaster,” observed novelist 
and Board Member Allan Gurganus, in a 
retirement tribute he wrote in 2017. Candace 
came to Yaddo in 1981 following a career as 
a newspaper reporter and theater and dance 
critic. “I recall my first sight of Candace,” 
Gurganus continued. “You knew at a glimpse 
this young woman was as averse to false 
sentiment as she was full of feeling. She 
has proved a true democrat, a brilliant judge 
of character, someone unususal in being as 
idealistic as she is practical.” We are delighted 
to welcome Candace back to Yaddo!

PASSION FOR PODCASTS NEW BOARD MEMBERS

Read. 
Listen. 
Tinker. 
Walk a mile in another’s 
narrative, with Yaddo artists  
as your guide.

On September 17, we launched  

Shadow // Yaddo hosted by Elaina 

Richardson, with the aim of shining a light 

on the transformative vision of Yaddo’s 

artists through conversations about art, 

literature, activism, ecology, inspiration and 

daily life. A terrific roster of Yaddo artists 

have contributed so far, including Sheri 

Fink, Odili Donald Odita, Jonathan 

Lethem, Victor LaValle, Mary Gaitskill, 

Edgar Oliver, Joseph Keckler, Rick 

Moody, Andrew O’Hagan, Glendalys 

Medina, Jacki Lyden, Mike Doughty 

and Brad Kessler, among others. We’ve 

got a stellar lineup of 21 more episodes 

airing every other Thursday across platforms 

(Spotify, Apple Podcasts, Google Podcasts) 

and on our website through next fall.

Whirlwind    
From tensions during the Cold 
War to the fall of the Soviet Union 
and Russian meddling in our 2016 
election, Pulitzer Prize-winning and 
bestselling author Tim Weiner 
is joined by former KGB, FBI 
and CIA officials for this 10-part 
documentary series that unravels 
U.S. relations with Russia.

3

The Moment 
This broadcast explores 
pivotal moments that fueled 
creative careers with host 
Brian Koppelman, who 
interviews Elvis Costello, Mike 
Campbell (Tom Petty’s creative 
partner), Suzanne Vega and 
Judd Apatow, among other 
luminaries.

4
TK with  
James Scott    
Hailed as “New and Notable” 
by Apple, this offering by author 
James Scott (The Kept) 
explores writing and editing 
with literary all-stars, agents 
and book lovers.

5

MORE 
REASONS 
TO TUNE IN!
Several Yaddo artists  
have podcasts:  
Here are some we find 
especially galvanizing.

7

In the Atelier and 
Thoreau’s Leaves    
Author M. Allen Cunningham 
(The Green Age of Asher 
Witherow, Lost Son, Perpetua’s 
Kin) hosts a couple of podcasts, 
one featuring audio essays about 
literature, writing and the life of the 
imagination, and the other focused 
on the world and work of Henry 
David Thoreau.

6
The Unspeakable    
Our favorite contrarian Meghan 
Daum (My Misspent Youth, 
The Problem with Everything, 
Unspeakable) challenges 
prevailing cultural and moral 
assumptions, with candid 
interviews of artists, scientists, 
entertainers and others.

7

The MS  
Phoenix Rising    
Missing live theater? Check out 
playwright Trish Harnetiaux’s 
fictional madcap adventure in 
which an American cruise ship 
conglomerate tries to rebrand 
following a disastrous event. 
The lively script is performed by 
actors and was commissioned 
by The Play Company.

2

Rancho Thatchmo    
Photographer and visual 
artist Thatcher Keats hosts 
this broadcast of secret 
lists, poems, journal entries 
and curated readings from 
literature, journalism and 
popular culture. A wide and 
diverse group of contributors 
record segments in the field. 

1
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