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Feeling the Heat

Keeping our cool in trying times

he word of the moment seems
to be "turbulence.” And there's
no usage of that word that's
positive, whether you're in
an airplane, out at seq, orin an era
of cultural and financial turmoil. Our
artists are not immune to the anxiety
such days provoke—and, hell, we're not
immune either! So we thought we'd pull
into consciousness some of the things
we know for sure thanks to our long
history of supporting individual artists,
and our DNA as a place of retreat,
regrowth, and resilience.

Since 1900, Yaddo has served as a
sanctuary for artists—a place where
ideas flourish in retreat from the noise of
daily life. From our 400-acre campus in
Saratoga Springs, Yaddo has nurtured
more than 6,500 writers, composers,
filmmakers, performance artists and
visual artists whose work has garnered 88
Pulitzer Prizes, 34 MacArthur Fellowships,
71 National Book Awards, 65 Emmy
honors, 47 Grammy Awards, 13 Oscars,

16 Tony Awards, and a Nobel Prize in
Literature. More important than any
award, though, is the cultural impact:
The books, plays, films, and music born at
Yaddo have shaped global thinking.

Today, the nonprofit arts sector stands
at a crossroads. Federal funding is
under threat. Inflation, post-pandemic
fatigue, and volatility challenge the
very fabric of creative organizations.
And yet, the data tells another story:
In 2023, the arts contributed $1.2
trillion to the U.S. economy—outpacing
agriculture, transportation, and outdoor
recreation. According to the Arts and
Cultural Production Satellite Account
(ACPSA), produced by the National
Endowment for the Arts and the
Bureau of Economic Analysis, the arts
supported 5.4 million jobs. Over the
past 25 years, the real value added by
arts and culture has doubled.

Yaddo is uniquely positioned to endure.
Why? Because Yaddo's model works.
Artists arrive with nothing but their ideas
and leave with breakthroughs.

Yaddo artists gather around the fire pit, spring 2025.

In New York alone, the arts contributed
$164.7 billion to the state's economy and
supported nearly half a million jobs.

At the same time, foundations like

Helen Frankenthaler, Andy Warhol, and
Mellon are stepping up to assist projects
impacted by public funding losses. In late
April, the Mellon Foundation pledged

$15 million in emergency funding for
humanities councils in all 50 states.

Yaddo is leaning into these headwinds.

And we are uniquely positioned to endure.

Why? Because Yaddo's model works.
Artists arrive with nothing but their ideas
and leave with breakthroughs. The ripple
effects extend far beyond our gates.

ON THE COVER: Yaddo artist and Board Member Jules Feiffer gave this comic to Yaddo, c. 1970s.
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Our founders believed that creativity
is vital to a healthy society—and
that philanthropy is the engine to
sustain it. That belief built a legacy
that endures.

As we face another moment of global
reckoning, we remain committed

to restoring our historic buildings,
stewarding our land, and holding space
for artists when they—and the world—
need us most.

We are not nostalgic. We are adaptive.
We are here for the long haul. And
now, more than ever, we invite our
community to invest in the future of
creative expression.

PHOTO: S EMSAKI



COMING ATTRACTIONS

From sonic meditations in a mythic cave to immersive theater and nautical body
maps, Yaddo artists illuminate and interrogate the world through bold, new work.

On View

In Liar Liar (Luis De Jesus Los
Angeles, through May 31),
Laura Karetzky challenges
linear storytelling through
multi-layered, double-sided
works that invite viewers to
question reality. With hylbrid
techniques—oil painting,
woodcut, ceramic glaze—she
constructs works that mirror
our simultaneous experiences.

Jeff Wallace's solo exhibition
To From (Jane Lombard
Gallery, through June 21)
transforms vintage books into
floral still lifes. These intimate
works recall the tactile power
of memory, decay, and
rebirth—paper, pulp, pigment,
and time pressed into form.

person to argue before the Supreme Court, in Sam
Feder's documentary, Heightened Scrutiny

In Interlayered (DC Moore Gallery, through June
14), Joyce Kozloff's data-dense Bodies of Water
series overlays human anatomy onto nauticall
maps, drawing visceral connections between
movement and knowledge.

ransome's So fFresh and So Clean: The New
Negro (Pelham Art Center, through July 13)
offers works that explore the Black experience
in America, linking personal history to a larger
ancestral legacy.

A career-spanning retrospective, Motherlode (RISD Museum, July
19-Jan. 11), honors the textile work of Liz Collins. Known for radical
experiments, Collins has long been a visionary presence at the
intersection of craft and community.

On Tap

Composer and cellist Theresa Wong offers a sonic prayer in Journey to the
Cave of Guanyin, an album created during a year of personal upheaval.
Wong's solo cello compositions unfold like compassionate mantras for a
restless world—tuned to soothe, invite, and awaken.

On Screen
Debuting at Sundance, Sam Feder's Heightened Scrutiny follows ACLU
lawyer Chase Strangio in the battle against anti-trans legislation. With

continues

Joyce Kozloff, Bodies of Water:
Songlines, 1998, 72" x 72",
acrylic and collage on canvas

ransome,
The Artist

Saleh Bakri
and Cherien
Dabis in

All That's
Left of You.
Photo:
Courtesy of
Sundance
Institute

Theresa Wong.
Photo: Peter
Gannushkin

Filmmaker Suzannah
Herbert, whose
documentary, Natchez,
explores history and memory
in the American South.

A scene from

John Jesurun's
new play,

Letter of Intent. |

Phylicia Rashad
and Branden
Jacobs-Jenkins.
Photo: Joel
Moorman
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A Salute to Molly Haskell:
Champion of Storytelling

e are delighted to

announce that Yaddo

has received an

anonymous $25,000
gift in honor of the acclaimed author
and critic Molly Haskell. This generous
donation supports Shadow Yaddo, our
podcast hosted by Elaina Richardson,
as well as Yaddo Reads, our lending
library of books by Yaddo authors for
children and young adults.

A Yaddo writer in residence in 2007

and 2021, Molly brings rare insight and
vitality to every endeavor—whether
analyzing cinema, interrogating gender,
or championing access to transformative
art. Her groundbreaking books—including
From Reverence to Rape: The Treatment

of Women in the Movies; My Brother My
Sister; and Frankly, My Dear: Gone with
the Wind Revisited—have influenced
generations of readers, critics, and
cultural thinkers.

Molly began her career at the height of
the French New Wave, working at the
French Film Office before moving into
criticism at The Village Voice, New York
magazine, and Vogue. Her writing has
appeared in The New York Times, Esquire,
The Guardian, and The New York Review
of Books, among many others. She

has also served as a professor, festival
director, and film curator, and is the
recipient of a Guggenheim Fellowship
and a contributor to the Library of
America's American Movie Critics.

We are profoundly grateful for Molly's
enduring support, which helps us elevate
creative voices and put meaningful
stories in the hands of young readers.
Her legacy is one of critical brilliance and
deep belief in the power of art—on the
screen, on the page, and in the world.

Thank you, Molly, for helping us share
the stories that matter.
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COMING ATTRACTIONS

continued from page 3

insights from Laverne Cox and
Jelani Cobb, the documentary
exposes disinformation. Upcoming
screenings nationwide.

Cherien Dabis's All That's Left of

You, an intergenerational drama

of Palestinian identity and exile,
premiered at Sundance to critical
acclaim. Spanning 75 years and set
against the backdrop of occupation,
this epic offers a plea for recognition,
rooted in memory and resistance.

Lynne Ramsay'’s long-awaited Die,
My Love premieres at Cannes this
May. Starring Jennifer Lawrence, the
film follows a harrowing descent into
postpartum psychosis.

Premiering at Tribeca (June 9),
Suzannah Herbert's Natchez captures
a Southern town wrestling with its
antebellum identity. With nuance and
intimacy, the film invites a reckoning.

On Stage

Purpose, the 2025 Pulitzer Prize—
winning play by Branden Jacobs-
Jenkins, follows a prominent

Black family in Chicago as they
reunite under tense circumstances,
confronting generational tensions,
personal identity, and cultural
responsibility. (The Helen Hayes
Theater through July 6.)

Nikhil Mahapatra's Love You More
(The Tank, through June 19) is a
tender, sharp play about grief,
memory, and the fraught, funny
dynamics of sisterhood. Mahapatra's
signature voice blurs the boundaries
between familial and existential.

John Jesurun’s Letter of Intent
(Apartment 1, NYC: June 20-24)
offers an immersive theater
experience where operatives
untangle coded messages from a
West Village hideaway. Precision
meets paranoia in this quietly
explosive new work.



Meet Our New
Board Memlbers

Hernan Diaz is the Pulitzer Prize-winning
and New York Times bestselling author
of In the Distance and Trust. He is a
recipient of the John Updike Award

from the American Academy of Arts

& Letters for “consistent excellence” in
American literature. In the Distance was a
Pulitzer finalist and won multiple awards,
including the Saroyan International

Prize and the Cabell Award. Trust won
the Pulitzer Prize for fiction, was a New
York Times Bestseller, and named one

of the 10 Best Books of the Year by The
New York Times, The Washington Post,
NPR, and TIME, as well as one of Barack
Obama'’s favorite books of 2022. It is
being adapted as an HBO limited series
and was listed among The New York
Times' 100 Best Books of the 21st Century.
Diaz, who was born in Argentina and
raised in Sweden, holds a PhD from NYU,
and his work—which has been published
in 37 languages—has also appeared in
The Paris Review, Harper'’s, The Atlantic,
and Granta, among others. Diaz was a
writer in residence at Yaddo in 2021.

Tony Gerber is an Emmy and PGA
Award-winning filmmaker known for his
work across documentary, narrative, and
multimedia forms. He has directed over
a dozen films for National Geographic,
including the natural history series
Kingdom of the White Wolf. His film

Jane, about Dr. Jane Goodall, won the
PGA Award and widespread acclaim.
For CNN Films, he directed and co-
wrote We Will Rise with Meryl Streep,
featuring Michelle Obama and earning
a Television Academy Honor. His
independent projects include Full Battle
Rattle (Berlinale, SXSW Special Jury
Prize), The Notorious Mr. Bout (Sundance),
and Takeover (Tribeca), an Oscar short-
listed documentary now being adapted
for the screen with collaborators Lynn
Nottage and José Rivera. Gerber is co-
founder of Market Road Films, where he
and Nottage have developed innovative
projects including This is Reading, a
multimedia installation. His latest film,
War Game—co-directed with Jesse

Moss—premiered at the 2024
Sundance Film Festival and was
nominated for a 2025 Writer's
Guild Award. Gerber was in
residence at Yaddo in 2011.

Mark Thomas Gibson brings

a multifaceted lens to
American culture—as a Black
man, professor, and history
enthusiast—using drawing,
painting, print, and sculpture
to explore a satirical, dystopian
vision of the US where viewers
become characters in the
unfolding narrative. Born in
Miami in 1980, Gibson earned
his BFA from The Cooper Union
and MFA from Yale. He is represented by
M+B (Los Angeles) and Loyal (Stockholm).
Notable curatorial projects include Black
Pulp! (2016, with William Villalongo) and
Edge of Echoes (2024, Jenkins Johnson
Galllery). His artist books include Some
Monsters Loom Large (2016) and Early
Retirement (2017). His first monograph
will be published in 2025 by JRP Editions
in tandem with his exhibition Overture

at The Berman Museum. Gibson was an
artist in residence at Yaddo in 2021.

Eric Rayman is a partner at Miller
Korzenik Sommers Rayman LLP, where
he specializes in media, publishing,
employment, and copyright law. He
joined the firm in 2008 following senior
legal and executive roles at major
media companies, including General

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: Mark Thomas Gibson (Photo: Ryan
Collerd, courtesy of The Pew Center for Arts & Heritage); Hernan
Diaz (Photo: Pascal Perich); Tony Gerber; Eric Rayman with Emma.

Counsel of The New Yorker and Deputy
General Counsel at Simon & Schuster.

He also served as VP and Chief Counsel
at HBO and later co-founded Budget
Living magazine, which earned multiple
honors including a National Magazine
Award for General Excellence before
being acquired by Hearst. Additional
executive roles include SVP of QuePasa
Corporation and EVP at Digital
Convergence. A graduate of Columbia
Law School and Harvard College,
Rayman began his legal career at Paul,
Weiss. He taught media law for over 20
years as an adjunct professor at Cardozo
School of Law. Also a writer and producer,
his work has appeared in The New York
Times and Condé Nast Traveler. He is

a long-term board member of several
nonprofit arts organizations.
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Summer Reads, Brought to You by Yaddo

Love, Loss, Mystery, Mayhem: New Fiction

The Antidote by Karen Russell
conjures a mythic, dust-blown
Nebraska where memory, magic,
and history collide—following a
“Prairie Witch,” a haunted town,
and a cast of misfits in a time-
bending reckoning with America’s
buried past and climate future.

Heartwood by Amity Gaige offers
a riveting thriller that blends the stories
of a missing hiker, a relentless game

T
ANTIDOTE |

EAREN
RUSSELL

i e
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and the persistence of love that might
have been.

warden, and an unlikely amateur sleuth,

unearthing a mystery in the Maine woods.

In Room on the Sea, André Aciman
delivers three emotionally charged
novellas that explore the ache of
unfulfilled desire, fleeting encounters,

Gary Shteyngart's Verqg, or Faith offers a
funny and tender portrait of a fractured
American family, told through the wise
and watchful eyes of a young girl
navigating identity, belonging, and love
in a world on the brink.

Truth Be Told: Fresh Nonfiction
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No Less Strange or Wonderful by A. Kendra Greene dazzles,
with illustrated essays that embrace the absurd, the tender,
and the profound—
woodpeckers, and the messy beauty of being alive.

finding meaning in exploding sharks, stolen

Vauhini Vara blends memoir, cultural criticism,
and investigative reporting in Searches:
Selfhood in the Digital Age to explore how Al is
reshaping our lives, and the unsettling promise
of machine-generated creativity.

In Joy Goddess, A'Lelia Bundles chronicles
the life of her great-grandmother, A'Lelia
Walker—heir, cultural impresario, and Harlem
Renaissance icon, whose legendary salons
and patronage shaped an era.

Kristen Martin's The Sun Won't Come Out
Tomorrow: The Dark History of American
Orphanhood blends memoir, cultural critique,
and archival research to challenge the myths
of orphanhood.

In The Mission, Pulitzer Prize-winner Tim Weiner
follows the CIA's post-9/11 transformation from weakened Cold
War relic to covert paramilitary force—and its effort to reclaim the
lost art of espionage in an era of global surveillance.

BEEN WRONG 50 LONG

ITFEELS LIKE RIGHT

ey GARY
SHTEYNGART

Been Wrong So Long It Feels Like Right
by Walter Mosley marks the return

of P.I. Joe King Oliver, who faces his
most personal case yet—tracking his
estranged father to fulfill a dying wish—
while a high-stakes missing-persons
investigation ensues.

IN SHORT

Shubha Sunder’s

OPTIONAL

Optional Practical

Training is @ PR A ‘
poignant debut ET|[:
novel that follows ® AL
an Indian woman TRAINING
navigating SEEAL TUNDLR

ambition, identity,
and immigration in Boston.

In Planetaria,
Monica Ong
fuses poetry
and visual art to
chart a luminous
constellation

of ancestry,
cosmology, and
memory.

Mo Ogrodnik’'s debut novel Gulf

GULF

unfolds in a
Southern coastall
town, where a girl's
disappearance
sends ripples
through a
fractured family
and a community
in flux.

MO CORDDI



YADDO
REMEMBERS

Jules Feiffer
(1929 — 2025)

Jules Feiffer—writer and Pulitzer Prize-
winning cartoonist—was a singular

force whose voice shaped generations.
Jules first came to Yaddo in 1964 and
returned several times in the decades
that followed. In the early 1970s, he
joined Yaddo's Board, contributing

his creative insight to our fundraising
efforts. Known for his long-running comic
strip, Feiffer, Jules brought an edge to
his commentary, stripping bare life's
contradictions with scribbled lines and
searing honesty. His creative range was
dazzling: From The Phantom Tollbooth
to Carnal Knowledge, Popeye, and Kill
My Mother, his work spanned mediums.
Jules remained creatively restless and
politically fearless into his nineties. In April
2023, he stopped by to visit Yaddo, a
place he clearly loved, and regaled office
staff with stories. We will miss him!

Lynn Freed
(1945-2025)

The name Lynn Freed is like a secret
handshake among writers—especially
those who don't suffer fools gladly.
"Dead-on brilliant,” said Anne Lamott.
"Freed simply cannot write a bad
sentence,” added Laura Furman. Lynn
first came to Yaddo in 1984 and later
served on our Board. Since 2004, she
played a vital role in our admissions
process. Born and raised in Durban,
South Africa, Lynn earned her MA and
PhD in English Literature from Columbia
University in New York. She went on to
publish seven novels—including Heart
Change, The Bungalow, and The Last
Laugh—a story collection, The Curse of
the Appropriate Man, and two essay
collections, Reading, Writing & Leaving

Jules Feiffer, 1976. Photo: Martha Swope,
courtesy of New York Public Library

Home and The Romance of Elsewhere.
Her work appeared in Harper's, The
New Yorker, Vogue and Elle, among
others. Lynn's accolades were many:
the inaugural Katherine Anne Porter
Award for fiction from the American
Academy of Arts and Letters, multiple O.
Henry Awards, and numerous New York
Times "Notable Book” selections. She
taught writing for several universities
and was Professor Emerita of English at
the University of California, Davis. Lynn
was wickedly funny and a delight to be
around. In 2021, she appeared alongside
Marianne Boruch on our podcast,
Shadow Yaddo hosted by Elaina
Richardson. The episode, "You Belong
Here," is our most popular to date.

Lynn Freed

J. Stanley Yake
(1935-2024)

Stanley Yake—philosopher, artist, and
irrepressible optimist—was a devoted
champion of the arts and the common
good. Stan joined Yaddo's Board in 1983
and played a crucial role in fundraising
efforts over many years, bringing warmth,
wisdom, and a ready laugh to the table.
Born to a large Mennonite family in
western Pennsylvania, Stan's path led him
from small-town roots to a wide-ranging
life of public service, intellectual pursuit,
and creative exploration. He earned

his PhD in
Philosophy,
taught
generations of
students, and
never stopped
learning
himself—
whether at
the potter's
wheel, in an
opera hall, or
behind a camera lens. He approached
life with joy in experimentation, openness
to imperfection, and delight in surprise.
We at Yaddo are grateful for the time he
spent with us, and we honor his memory
by holding fast to the values he lived by—
openness, joy, and an enduring belief in
human potential.

J. Stanley Yake
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312 Union Avenue
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

The 2025 Yaddo Golf Invitational,
Saratoga National Golf Club, NY

Yaddo Gardens:
Open now through early October

Yaddo Reads Lending Library: Books by
Yaddo authors for kids & teens
June 19, July 10, Aug. 7, Sept. 18

The Nature of Art:
Big ideas explored in our gardens

June 26

Yaddo Summer Benefit, with
Natalie Merchant, Saratoga Springs, NY

- Yaddo Events
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U.S. POSTAGE
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SARATOGA SPGS., NY
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July 17 & 31, Aug. 14

Wine & Roses:
Classical music + wine at dusk
in our Gardens

Select Sundays through Sept.

The Art of Wellness:
Sunday yoga classes
in our Gardens

September 27

Yaddo Open House:
Public tour, Saratoga Springs, NY

November 14

Yaddo Artist Reunion:
Powerhouse Arena, Brooklyn, NY

Yaddo | yoddoorg |

Yaddo is a nonprofit retreat for artists in Saratoga Springs, New York. Our mission is to nurture the creative process by providing an opportunity
for artists to work without interruption in a supportive environment. We offer residencies to professional creative artists working in the following

@066

October 22

Yaddo Artiét Medal party, honoring
Sidra Bell; Jill Viney, and Langston
Hughes; Edison Ballroom, NYC

disciplines: choreography, film, literature, musical composition, painting, performance art, photography, printmaking, sculpture and video.
Artists apply individually or as members of collaborative teams. They are selected by panels of professional artists without regard to financial
means. Tertiary to our core mission, we build an engaged audience for the work of Yaddo artists and share arts programming, educational
opportunities, and other resources with our local community and beyond. We are committed to a sustainable future for Yaddo.




